
 

News & Views from your Club 

View from the Chair 
A warm welcome to the new 
season to all members, 
particularly those who have 
joined us for the first time this 
year. It has been a delight to see 
excellent attendance at the 
indoor net sessions so far 
including the youth sessions at 
Kingsbrook. 
We have an exciting year ahead 
with three teams competing in 
the OCA leagues and three 
youth teams in the Bucks Cricket 
Board leagues, both of which are 
firsts for the Club. 
We also have a new 
Management Committee 
structure in place this year which 
should mean we give more focus 
to key areas for the Club. If 
anyone wants more information 
about this structure or is willing to 
get more involved in the 
management of the Club, please 
get in touch with me. That’s all 
from me for now – here’s to a 
successful and enjoyable 
season! 
 
Norman 

 

 

�

Youth Section 
The club has provided indoor net facilities since February. For Under 
12s, these have taken place on Friday evenings at Kingsbrook 
School. Under 15 nets have taken place in conjunction with adult nets 
at Stowe School. Many thanks to everyone who has helped out at 
Kingsbrook, but in particular, Emma McStraw, Nikki Ellison and David 
Brazier. 
 
The Youth Registration evening will take place at 7 .30 p.m. on 
Friday 17 th April at the clubhouse. Would all players, old or new, 
who wish to play in the coming season, please make every effort to 
attend this evening? Outdoor training will commence the following 
week, with Under 12s practice being from 6.30 p.m. on every Friday. 
At regular intervals throughout the season, we also intend to run a 
BBQ in conjunction with the Friday night sessions. 
 
Under 15 training will commence on Thursday 23rd April, although the 
training day may vary from week to week depending on fixtures. 
We are running 3 teams this season in the Bucks Cricket Board 
League and dates have already been agreed for these fixtures, which 
will run from early May through to early July. We will also be looking 
to arrange additional friendlies, including some at Under 10 level. We 
will produce a list of these fixtures for issue at the registration 
evening. 
 
Running 3 teams involves a lot of hard work and organisation, both at 
practice sessions and match days. We need parents/volunteers to 
help us out as either umpires, scorers, coaches or supervisors of the 
children getting ready to bat. If anyone is willing and able to help, 
please contact one of the Youth Section organisers for more details. If 
anyone wants to become a coach to one of the Youth teams, please 
let us know, so we can arrange all the necessary training and CRB 
checks. 
 
For the first time, we will be running an Under 15 6-side tournament, 
where we will invite 7 other clubs to bring teams to Great Horwood on 
Sunday 28th June to take part in what should be an excellent day’s 
cricket.  
 
Our Youth Section goes from strength to strength and we are 
determined to gradually incorporate teams at every age grouping 
from 10 to 15. This will require a lot of effort and hard work, but will 
secure the future of Great Horwood Cricket Club. 
 
Finally, as we all look forward to the start of another season which 
should bring great enjoyment to everyone involved, let’s hope for a 
glorious summer.  
 

Website Update 
At present our website 
(www.greathorwoodcc.com) is 
being reconstructed so we 
apologise for this and hope to up 
to speed in the near future. 
Meanwhile the Forum, which you 
can still access through the 
website, is continuing to operate 
and we look forward to your views 
being expressed on there 
throughout the season and 
beyond. If anyone has any 
thoughts on items for inclusion on 
the website, please get in touch 
with any Committee member. 
 



Out with the old and in with the new! 
After MANY years of talking about it we are finally replacing 
our old tractor and gangmowers (can you see the tears in Big 
Al’s eyes as he lovingly tends to his old tractor) with a set of 
ride-on gangmowers. Despite his sorrow at losing the old ones, 
Al is delighted with the new ones. He is confident that the new 
ones will make his job a lot easier and he will get over the loss 
of the old tractor. Has anyone any idea how long the Club has 
had the old tractor? Apparently it will be totally overhauled and 
back in working order in the near future and we hope whoever 
gets the tractor gives it as much love and attention as Big Al! 

Player Sponsorship  
A letter has recently gone out from the chairman about a player sponsorship idea which Sam Willett has got 
approval form the committee to run. Please do your best as a player to support this initiative and raise funds 
for future projects within the Club. If all our players got £20 of sponsorship it could generate around £1,000 a 
significant sum for our Club. 
�

Captain’s Corner 

 
This month’s Newsletter features the 1st 
team captain, Sam Willett who had the 
following to say: 
“Over the last few weeks we have seen a 
fantastic attendance at the indoor net 
sessions, which just goes to show how 
the Club is progressing. Having a third 
team in the league for the first time this 
year is a big step forward which will give 
more and more youths the opportunity to 
play adult league cricket for the first time. 
As a Club we have been busy trying to 
recruit new blood over the close season. 
Bringing new faces to the Club will create 
more competition and freshen the place 
up a bit, so the more the merrier! 
Finally, can every one please support the 
player sponsorship initiative which is 
being launched in March/April. This will, if  
well supported, create much needed 
revenue for the Club. 
Thanks for your continued support. 
Sam 
(Ed. Note – more about the sponsorship 
in next month’s Newsletter 

Social Scene at the Club 

The last Sunday Lunch of the close season is on Sunday 29 
March in the pavilion. The cost is still £6.50 per head with the 
main course this time being chicken. Let either Nicola or Lynda 
know if you want to attend, but don’t wait too long as these 
lunches are very popular! 
 
The Race Night  is being held this year on Grand National day, 4 
April. Tickets for this sell out quickly so if you want a ticket (£5 
each), get in touch with Darren Sirett as soon as possible. There 
are opportunities to sponsor individual races for £15 which, apart 
from the sponsorship gets you two free tickets and the chance to 
win a bottle of whisky.  Doors open at 7.00pm for the Race Night 
and the first race is at 7.30pm. Ticket numbers are limited so don’t 
delay – contact Darren immediately! 
 
Other dates for the diary are: 

·  Ladies Six-a-Side (sponsored by Faulkner property 
Services) – Sunday 7 June 

·  Youth Competition – Sunday 28 June 
·  Quiz Night – Friday 25 September 
·  Annual Dinner Dance – Friday 9 October 
·  AGM – 15 December 

 
More details and further reminders of these events and new ones 
will be included in subsequent editions of the newsletter. 
 

Player Sponsorship 
 
A letter has recently gone out from the chairman about a player 
sponsorship idea which Sam Willett has got approval from the 
committee to run.  
Please do your best as a player to support this initiative and raise 
funds for future projects within the Club. If all our players got £20 
of sponsorship it could generate around £1,000 - a significant sum 
for our Club. 
Just think what we could do with this amount! 
 



 

�

Third XI Playing League Cricket at Padbury Sportsfi eld 
 

The Club is delighted that Padbury Parish Council has agreed to let us use Padbury Sportsfield for 2009. The 
Saturday 3rd XI will play its league and cup games here so why not come along and see the 3rds in action at 
Padbury. The team will probably cover the widest age range of all Club sides from 14 to 60+ - there will be a 
long queue of volunteers for the slip position, but I have it on good authority that the captain will be pulling rank 
for the 1st slip spot and then juggling the field around to make sure the more senior players have a younger 
minder near them in the field! 
This is a very exciting time for the Club fielding three teams on a Saturday reflecting the strength within the 
Club and the success of the Youth Section and their coaching programme. 
                                                                 

The New Management Committee 
 

As most of you will know, the structure of how the Club is managed has changed since the AGM in December. 
This is to allow more focus on key areas and to give responsibility and the authority to the relevant officers to 
enable them to carry out their roles more effectively. It does mean, however, that more members who are not 
necessarily on the Management Committee will be called on to help with the running of the Club and the events 
and projects the Club is undertaking. Please help when asked and, if you feel you have more to contribute in 
this area, get in touch with any Committee member. 
 
The Management Committee members are: 
Chairman (Norman Ellison): Overall responsibility for efficient running of the Club & Management Committee. 
 
Hon. Secretary (Gary Lee): Adult League Communications; General Communications; Management Committee 
Minutes; AGM & Meeting Organisation; Legal Compliance. 
 
Hon. Treasurer (Lynda Sirett): Cash & Bank Management; Annual Accounts preparation and audit 
arrangements. 
 
Public Relations Officer (Lee Norris): Media Communications; Internal Newsletters; Sponsor Communication; 
Website Management. 
 
Cricket Manager (Mick Willett): Fixtures; Selection; Senior Coaching (inc. Indoor & Outdoor Practice Sessions); 
Ladies Team; Playing Events; Senior Kit Management; Umpires, Scorers & Tea Ladies. 
 
Youth Manager (John Goodger): Youth League Communications; Youth Selection; Youth Coaching (inc. Indoor 
& Outdoor Sessions); Youth Team Management; Youth Kit Management; Youth Events. 
 
Social Secretary (Darren Sirett): Social Event Planning & Organisation; Liaison with Football Club on Joint 
Fund Raising Events; Raffles. 
 
Bar & Facilities Manager (Terry McStraw): Bar Supplier Reviews; Price Reviews; Bar Staffing Arrangements; 
Bar Fixtures & Fittings; Pavilion Maintenance. 
 
Financial & Development Planning Manager (Norman Ellison): Development Planning; Budget Preparation; 
Long Term Financial Plan; Grant Applications & Major Fund Raising Initiatives; Financial Performance 
Reviews. 
 
Welfare Officer (Nicola Ellison): Welfare Related Clubmark Registration Issues; CRB Clearance; Safe Hands 
Compliance; Welfare Policies. 
 
Ex-Officio Positions on Management Committee 
Groundsman (Alan Sirett): Ground Maintenance & Preparation; Ground Equipment Maintenance & Acquisition; 
Ground Equipment Storage Facilities 
 
Village Hall Representative (Nicola Ellison): Represent GHCC on Village Hall Committee; Report on Village 
Hall Issues & Committee Meetings to Management Committee 



 

 

 

 

 

 
ECB Clubmark 

Award 
We are actively working 
towards getting the ECB 
Clubmark Award which is a 
prestigious award for all 
clubs. To obtain this the 
committee has been 
working hard to ensure we 
have all the correct 
procedures and policies in 
place to comply with ECB 
Safe Hands. We have to 
do this to ensure all our 
youths are coaching and 
playing in a Club where 
their safety is of paramount 
importance. Nicola Ellison, 
the Club Welfare Officer 
has done a very 
substantial amount of work 
in this area and we thank 
her for all her efforts. To 
make sure all this work is 
not wasted we must all be 
aware of these policies and 
operate within them at all 
times. 
Obtaining the Clubmark 
Award will be a major 
achievement for our Club 
and let’s all make sure we 
are successful. 

Indoor Nets at 
Stowe 

Unfortunately the last two 
weeks we had booked for 
nets at Stowe namely 
Friday 27 March and 
Friday 3 April have been 
cancelled by Stowe for 
essential work on the 
lighting. We have, however 
secured two sessions at 
Brook End Centre, Shenley 
to compensate for the 
cancellations. These are to 
be held on the following 
dates: 

·  Sunday 5 April 9.00 
to 11.00am 

·  Tuesday 7 April 
7.00 to 9.00pm 

These sessions will be for 
men, ladies and Under 
15’s – please make every 
effort to attend. 

Sponsorship 
First of all, a big thank you to Faulkner Property Services  for sponsoring the 
Ladies team and the Ladies Six-a-Side. Their new shirts will look very smart – 
watch out for pictures of them in future editions of the Newsletter. 
Faulkner Property Services  have also told the editor they are interested in 
further sponsorship opportunities in the Youth Section so watch this space for 
further news. 
We are also grateful for continued support from Technology Business 
Centres  and also to Buckingham Colour  who produce our Fixture Book. 
We are, however, still looking at further sponsor options either for the men or 
for the Club as a whole so if you own or know of a company who might be 
interested in sponsorship opportunities, please get in touch with Lee Norris or 
Norman Ellison. 
 
Umpires Wanted – earn up to £800 for the season! 

 

Most Club members will already be aware from letters already sent and articles 
on the Forum on the website but we are still looking for Saturday umpires to 
officiate in the Oxfordshire Cricket Association. This would mean umpiring 
teams other than Great Horwood as the OCA regulations specify neutral 
umpires. For each game umpired you will receive £50 with a potential to earn 
£800 or more as each of our umpires should officiate at 16 games minimum. 
If this appeals to you or maybe to someone you know, please get in touch with 
Alan Sirett as soon as possible. Even if you cannot umpire 16 games but could 
do a few, please get in touch! 
 

Club Development Plan 
The Club is in the process of revisiting the Development Plan and hopes to 
complete this in the near future. Whilst this is being carried out within the 
Management Committee, we would like to take account of all members views 
and if anyone has any thoughts on this please get in touch with Norman Ellison 
who is chairing the committee with responsibility for completion of the Plan. The 
main focus areas identified currently are, in no particular order:  

·  Youth Section 
·  Facilities & Ground 
·  Local Community 
·  Sponsorship 
·  Ladies 

One of the overriding considerations is the desire to maintain the identity of the 
Club whilst developing and expanding in many areas. The major short term 
project remains the installation of a two bay outdoor net facility which we are 
confident will be done after the end of the current playing season. 
 

NatWest Cricket Force 
Weekend 

 

The weekend of 4th/5th April is 
designated as NatWest Cricket force 
when clubs throughout the country 
take part in maintenance and project 
work at their clubs. We, at Great 
Horwood, will be doing the same and 
we need volunteers at the Club on 
both Saturday and Sunday mornings 
on that weekend to undertake work on 
the ground, in the pavilion and on 
equipment such as sight screens 

Competition 
We are looking for a new name for 
the Newsletter and would like ideas 
from you. The best one, which a 
panel of judges will determine, will 
win a free drink at the bar . There 
are only two rules for this 
competition which closes on Friday 
3rd April – entries to be received by 
6.00pm. The rules are: 

 
1. The judges are always right! 
 
2. In the event the judges are 

wrong, refer to Rule 1! 
 


